APPLICATION FOR FARM CERTIFICATION

Application for Farm Certification can be made through the following channels:

1. Contact NAMDEVCO-telephone/email

2. Exporters

3. Farmers workshop

4. MALMR-extension division

5. Field Officer Approach potential candidate

6. ADB - Gro safe Applicants

Individuals taking information on request for Farm Certification must fill Farm Certification Form completely and adequately.

PRE- CERTIFICATION

Steps involve in commencement of Pre certification:

1. Appointment made with farmer

2. Visit conducted

Visit will include:

- Confirmation of data on Request for Certification form-

· acreage

· specific mailing address

· plot location and farm address

· contact numbers

· identification number

- Inspection of the field for presence of pests and diseases 

· Inform farmer on the Farm Certification Programme

· Assessment crop production practices:

· Pesticide use

· Irrigation source

· Fertilizer and manure utilization 

- Record keeping – Importance of Record Keeping

· Duration of the Pre-certification period- 2 to 3 months. 

· Make necessary recommendation to Farmer on corrective measure to adopt to continue certification process.

CERTIFICATION

1. Successful completion of the pre- certification period as determined by:

· Effective record keeping skills

· Usage of approved pesticides

· Adoption of Good Agricultural Practices e.g. reference to GAP documents, protocols, manuals etc

· Compliance with visits from Field Officers

1. Recommendation to the Crop Protection Unit of the MALMR

2.  Visit by the Crop Protection Unit Specialist– Entomologist/ Pathologist

3. Interview with Farmer and subsequent approval or disapproval by Specialist

4. Upon approval, Farmer will be asked to sign a letter of acceptance / compliance into the programme.

5. Farmer will then be issued a Farm Certification number via a formal letter and a Photo I D card.

6. If qualifying criteria is not met, recommendations will be made by the Specialist, for farmer to correct problems and reapply for Certification

MONITORING

Monitoring visit will include data collection and the monitoring of the farm.

The following data is collected:

1. Crop planted, corresponding crop number

2. Acreage and or number of plants

3. Date planted

4. Crop stage

5. Projected harvest date-start and stop

6. Project Yield

7. Remarks / Variety

 Monitoring aspect will include:

· Inspection of Field / Crops for the presence of pest and diseases specifically Hibiscus Mealy Bug

· Inspection of record sheets

· Enquiry of any specific pest or disease problems affecting crop at the time of visit.

·  General recommendation

·  Completion of the farm monitoring form

·  Current activities as it happens or relates to production / GAP

DECERTIFICATION

Failure to comply with the requirements as outlined by the Farm Certification Programme will result in Decertification. The Farmer will be given to two warnings / notices followed by decertification.

The steps in decertifying a Farm are as follows

1. Issuing of the first record of non-compliance to Farmer with the necessary recommendation and a time frame to adopt corrective measures. Form to be signed by Farmer.

2. Issuing of the second record of non-compliance to Farmer with the necessary recommendation and a time frame to adopt corrective measures with an emphasis that failure to comply will result in decertification. Form to be signed by Farmer.

3. Failure by the Farmer to respond to the two previous warning / notice given by the designated Field Officer. The farm will become decertify, effective upon the next visit by the Field Officer and completion of decertification form.

See next page for table 1 highlighting non-compliance issues, recommendation and time frame for adoption of corrective measures.

Examples include:

· Use of restricted chemicals

· Presence of Hibiscus Mealy bug on farm

· Non compliance with visits from Officers

· Failure to keep adequate records

