“Farm Certification and Monitoring Programme”
Focus on the Farmer

In the late 1990’s Trinidad was infested by the Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug.  As a result, all countries in the Caribbean banned imports of fresh agricultural produce from Trinidad and Tobago.  This action resulted in a loss of market share and foreign exchange to the Country. 

In 1999 on a protocol for the resumption of trade in fresh agricultural produce was developed between Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados.  Subsequently protocols were signed with other countries.   This allowed for the resumption of trade with certain guidelines to be followed.  The major focus was on the production and export of fresh agricultural produce that are safe for human consumption.  Basically it focussed on the farmers and the exporters and states specifically that all produce being exported from Trinidad and Tobago must come from certified farms and exported from certified packing-houses.  This article is focused on the farmer and the subsequent issue would focus on exporters. 

Farmer’s responsibility.
· Keep up to date records of all chemicals used on crop/farm and restrain from using chemical that are listed as ‘banned for use’ in the protocol.

· Adopt Good Agricultural Practices. 

· Keep notifiable pest such as the Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug of the farm. 

· Allow field inspection on a monthly basis by Field Officers of NAMDEVCO

· Allow filed inspection from Officials importing country. 

How to get certified. 

· Farmer makes a request to NAMDEVCO 

· Pre-certification visit/inspection carried out on basis of the protocol by the Field Officers of NAMDEVCO.

· Farmer should demonstrate his ability to keep records.

· Farm would be monitored for compliance. 

· Visit by Plant Protection Official from the Ministry of Agriculture. 

· Assignment of a Farm Certification Number once successful. 

All certified farms would be inspected as least once per month by Field Officers of NAMDEVCO at which time the farm records and the crops are monitored.  Violation of the terms of the protocol results in desertification of the farm from the programme. 

Focus on the Exporter

The previous article focussed on the farmer and this one will attempt to summarise the responsibilities of exporters of fresh agricultural produce to CARICOM countries.  The protocol for trade states that all produce being exported should only be taken from certified farms and these produce must be prepared and packed at approved packinghouses.  Exporters wishing to export to the Caribbean should pay attention to the following: 

Exporter’s responsibility

· Produce should only be taken from certified farms

· Chemical records should be requested from all farmers when the produce is supplied

· Produce must be prepared and packed at approved packinghouses only.

· The produce shall be clean, free from damage, free from disease and pest infection/infestation

· All produce which lends itself to washing must be washed in a warm soap solution 

· Produce must be allowed to dry before packing

· Produce should be packed in clean new boxes and netted bags with a label 

· Produce should be stored in a manner not to allow cross-contamination

· NAMDEVCO should be notified of all shipments

· Plant Quarantine is responsible for final inspection of the packaged produce 

· All produce must be taken directly to the ports of exit in secured vehicles

· Keep records of all exports specifically; the farm from which the produce originated, the quantity purchased, all post harvest treatments carried out… 

How to get certified 

· Exporter makes a request to NAMDEVCO

· Pre-certification visit/inspection carried out on basis of the protocol by the Field Officers of NAMDEVCO 

· The exporter or packinghouse manager must keep records of all produce taken from certified farms.
· Exporter recommended for certification visit, if compliant. 

· Visit by Plant Protection Officials from the Ministry of Agriculture

· Assignment of a Certification Number once successful

NAMDEVCO Field Officers visit the exporters to verify the origin of all produce for export to the Caribbean against its database.  Violation of the terms and conditions of the protocol results in de-certification of the packinghouse.

Maintaining the quality of produce is important for the continued export and supply of fresh agricultural produce.  The subsequent issue will focus of grades and standards for fresh agricultural produce.

