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Terms and conditions for the commencement of trade in Fresh Agricultural Produce between Trinidad & Tobago and Grenada as agreed between and managed by The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources [MALMR) for and on behalf of The Government of Trinidad & Tobago and the Ministry of Agriculture, Land, Forestry and Fisheries [MALFF] of Grenada hereinafter referred to as the Grenada/Trinidad and Tobago Agricultural Trade Protocol. The terms and conditions set out below will relate only to commercial shipments and are not meant to accommodate individual travelers. Individual travelers will be subject to normal quarantine regulations at ports of entry.

1.   
PURPOSE OF AGREEMENT



The purpose of this trade protocol is to encourage fair trading practices in the 
marketing of fresh agricultural produce and provide a framework for pest risk 
management and food safety assurance in commerce between Grenada and 
Trinidad & Tobago.

2. REGULATORY AUTHORITIES


Defined Authorities in Grenada

The Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and Fisheries (MALFF) shall have overall responsibility for the general administration of the trading protocol in Grenada, coordination of the other local regulatory bodies; certification of farmers to produce for export to Trinidad and the inspection of produce exported to Trinidad & Tobago and imported into Grenada.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs & International Trade and the Ministry of Finance will support the MALFF in negotiations and other matters of commerce related to the implementation of the trade protocol and enforcement of adherence to the terms and conditions agreed to herein at the country-to-country level.

The Marketing & National Importing Board (MNIB) will be responsible for regulating adherence to the standards agreed on for the trade between Grenada and Trinidad & Tobago and will have the authority to approve the granting of licenses for the import or export of fresh agricultural produce within this agreement.

The Grenada Bureau of Standards (GDBS) will be responsible for regulating adherence to the standards agreed on for the trade between Grenada and Trinidad & Tobago and for the inspection and certification of packinghouses in Grenada used for the preparation of produce for export to Trinidad and Tobago and the granting of licenses for export as provided for in the Fresh Produce Act (Act 28 of 1998).

Defined Authorities in Trinidad & Tobago

The Ministry of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources (MALMR) shall have overall responsibility for the general administration of the trading protocol in Trinidad and Tobago, to provide technical and other assistance where necessary and inspection and certification through the Crop Protection Unit of its Research Division.

(i)
National Agricultural Marketing & Development Corporation (NAMDEVCO) will be responsible for training and certification (Certifying Body).

3. APPROVAL/CERTIFICATION OF PACKHOUSES

All farmers/Pack-houses must be certified for export of produce to Trinidad and Tobago and Grenada.

4. APPROVED PACKHOUSE AND REGISTERED FARMERS

(i)        The Ministries of Agriculture of Trinidad & Tobago and Grenada are to maintain up-to-date registers of farms, exporters, importers and pack-houses that have been inspected and/or approved for trade between the two countries.

(ii) Produce for export should be taken only from certified farms.

(iii) Grenada & Trinidad & Tobago authorities will recruit adequately trained Field  


    Officers for farm and pack-house certification and monitoring.

(iv) Field Officers will work in collaboration with Crop Protection Staff of the 


Ministry of Agriculture, Land& Marine Resources in Trinidad & Tobago and the Pest Management Unit in the Ministry of Agriculture in Grenada in certifying new farms and pack-houses. Certified farms, which actively supply export, will be visited at least once each month by the agricultural officers in each country.

(v) Field Officers will be trained to ensure the proper execution of the Terms and Conditions outlined in the Grenada/Trinidad and Tobago Agricultural Trade Protocol. This training will be coordinated by NAMDEVCO in Trinidad & Tobago and MNIB in Grenada; and technical assistance provided by the Ministry of Agriculture, Land & Marine Resources, Trinidad & Tobago and the Ministry of Agriculture, Grenada/Grenada Official(s).

5. POST HARVEST TREATMENTS

(i)        Both parties appreciate the need for quality in maintaining its presence and market share.

(ii)       The quality shall be one minimum quality standard defined as follows.

a. Clean - free from soil, foreign material and odours.

b. Damage - no harvest wounds, bruises or punctures which could lead to quick deterioration and cause rejection by consumers.

c. Firm - not soft/without soft spots.

d. Disease - no sign of fungal, bacterial and viral infection or the development of dry or soft spots.

e. Pest — no live or dead insects or other arthropods at any stage of development present in or on the produce or package.

(iii) The product shall be clean, free from damage, free from disease and pest infection/infestation.



Quality will be maintained through the following:

(iv) Field Officers will monitor on an ongoing basis from the time of certification of the farm, the quality of produce to ensure adherence to minimum quality standards in both Trinidad & Tobago and Grenada.

(v) Produce quality in the Grenada market will be monitored by NAMDEVCO and MALMR officials through direct visits and feedback from trading partners and Grenada Officials; and in the Trinidad & Tobago market by the MNIB. Shortcomings will be addressed in a timely and appropriate manner and vice versa.

(vi) The produce will be subject to any approved post harvest treatments as may be deemed necessary.

(vii) All
produce that lend themselves to washing must be washed in a warm soap solution.

(viii) Produce must be allowed to dry before packing.

6. PACKAGING

(i) Packaging must facilitate product handling during storage and distribution.

(ii) Packages must possess good stacking strength, protect the commodities contained and facilitate adequate ventilation.

(iii) Packages must be clean.

(iv) Ink, dyes and glues used on packages must be of a non-toxic substance.

(v) Package should be labeled with information on its contents, quantities and weights, farm number, pack-house number and any other pertinent information to ensure traceability.

(vi) Package capacity should be suitable to the market demands -i.e. as required by the buyer.

(vii) Package size and net weight should be easily handled by one person; package weight should not exceed 20kg (44 lbs).

(viii) There must be no mixing of different produce within individual packages.

7.
STORAGE OF PRODUCE WITHIN THE PACK HOUSE

(i)        Produce that has already been cleaned and packaged MUST be stored


       separately from unprepared produce.

(ii)        Field personnel should not be allowed to handle treated produce.

(iii) The packages should not be placed directly on the floor of the pack-house but stored on pallets or be similarly elevated.

8.
INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION OF PRODUCE

(i)       Plant Quarantine - Trinidad and Tobago/Grenada must be responsible for the inspection of all produce for export.

(ii) Trinidad and Tobago/Grenada Plant Quarantine Officers must affix their official stamps on all packages.

(iii) After the produce has been inspected and approved for export, Trinidad & Tobago/Grenada Plant Quarantine officials will issue the Phytosanitary Certificate in accordance with the amount of produce approved for export.

(iv) In the event that pest/disease of concern is detected (Pest List to be developed), such produce would not be certified as fit for export and the supply farm would be immediately decertified.

(v)       Sanitizing procedures would be monitored to ensure compliance with this trade protocol.

(vi) Pack-house management system should eliminate cross contamination.

NAMDEVCO/ MALMR /MNIB/ Ministry of Agriculture Officials in both countries reserve the right to visit pack-houses and examine packing operations.

9.
EXPORTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

(i)        The exporter or pack-house manager must keep records of all produce taken from registered farmers.

(ii)        Records of produce taken from certified/registered farmers must be accessible to the Plant Quarantine Officers of both countries.

(iii) The exporter will be responsible for the security and integrity of his produce after it has been inspected and approved for export to Grenada or Trinidad.

(iv) Should excess produce not inspected and approved be found in the consignment, such excess produce would be rejected.

(v)        The attending Plant Quarantine Officer must stamp all packages. Any unstamped packages may be rejected.

(vi) The cost of disposal of rejected packages would be the responsibility of the exporter.

Inspection

All produce will be subject to a thorough inspection at the point of entry into either country. Any breaches of the protocol will result in either:

(i)        Confiscation and destruction of consignment or

(ii) Return of consignment to country of origin at the expense of exporter.

No liability shall be attached to any officer of the Ministry of Agriculture Grenada or the Ministry of Agriculture Land & Marine Resources Trinidad & Tobago.

10.
TRANSPORT OF PRODUCE TO PORT (5) OF EXIT

(i)       Vehicles transporting produce must be enclosed or covered with tarpaulins; they should be cleaned and disinfected as necessary to prevent contamination.

(ii)     All produce must be taken directly from the approved pack​houses to the port of 




exit. Produce for export must not be transported on the same vehicle with produce 




for the local market.

11. OFFICIAL VISITS TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE

(i)        Officials from the Ministries of Agriculture in Grenada and Trinidad & Tobago, along with MNIB and NAMDEVCO staff would be free to make visits for the purpose of ensuring that the terms and conditions of the protocol governing trade in fresh agricultural produce are maintained.

(ii)        Both countries reserve the rights for officials to make any number of visits at their own cost.

(iii) Normal courtesies would be extended by the host country.

12. GUIDELINES FOR FARMERS

(i)        Important pest and disease problems should be kept at a minimum level in the fields.

(ii)        Technical advice on crop protection matters can be sourced either via the Extension Officer or directly from the Crop Protection/Plant Quarantine Unit of the Ministry of Agriculture of either country.

(iii) Appendix I lists pesticides that should not be used on products for export to Grenada or Trinidad & Tobago. Routine Testing for such pesticides as well as Maximum Residual Levels (MRL s) maybe carried out where facilities are available. Should any banned chemicals or levels in excess of MRLs be detected, decertification of the farmer(s) will immediately follow.

13. MONITORING PESTICIDE USE

All stakeholders will be provided with information on pesticides not approved for use on crops destined for either market. Active ingredients and trade names of pesticides not recommended for use in crops will be listed. Farmers will be advised on the recommended pre-harvest intervals for common pesticides used in growing these crops.

(i)         Farmers will be required to maintain records of all pesticides applied on each crop. This record will include: trade names, application rate and date of application. Farmers must authenticate records by affixing their signatures.

(ii)        Copies of pesticides records must be routinely provided to the exporters, NAMDEVCO and M7NIB for all produce supplied to Trinidad/Grenada. The MALMR of Trinidad and the MALFF of Grenada reserve the right to obtain copies of these records.

(iii) NAMDEVCO/MNIB Officials will audit the pesticide records and any infringements will be addressed in an appropriate manner in keeping with the trade protocol.

14. CERTIFICATION AND DECERTIFICATION OF FARMS AND PACKHOUSES.

(i)        Farms and pack houses will be certified only after being visited by the Ministry of Agriculture Land and Marine Resources Crop Protection Staff in Trinidad & Tobago; the Ministry of Agriculture, Pest Management Unit staff in Grenada and NAMDEVCO/MNIB officials and there is proof of compliance with the agricultural trade protocol. Thereafter certification may be executed by local officials with agreement from either country.

(ii) Farms and pack-houses that infringe the terms and conditions of the agricultural trade protocol will be decertified.

(iii) Decertified exporters and pack houses will be re-certified only upon compliance with the agricultural trade protocol. Such re-certification would depend on factors which led to the de​certification in the first instance, as well as the type of crop. Such re-certification will only be undertaken at the request of the farmer, pack​house operator or company. The cost of re​certification will be borne by the person or company requesting the re-certification.

(iv) A list of new farms and pack-houses which has been certified by Grenadian or Trinidad officials must be forwarded to Trinidad/Grenada officials and exporters prior to commencement of trade from the said farms and pack-houses.

(v)       Any changes to the initial list of exporters farms and pack-houses must be forwarded to MNIB/ NAMDEVCO.

15.
CONDITIONS OUTLINED IN PROTOCOL DOCUMENT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND/OR ADJUSTMENTS PENDING PHYTOSANITARY CONSIDERATIONS.

16.
TERMINATION OF PROTOCOL

This protocol may be terminated by either Party in the event that the other party has breach the terms and conditions herein by giving to the other Party six weeks notice.

Both Parties hereto agree to the terms and conditions outlined in the Grenada / Trinidad & Tobago Agricultural Trade Protocol.

SIGNED IN Port of Spain on the 29th day of November, 2002 in duplicate.

CLARIS CHARLES

Minister of Agriculture, Land, Forestry and Fisheries for

the Government of Grenada.

JOHN RAHAEL

Minister of Agriculture, Land and Marine Resources

for the Government of the

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.
NOTES ON THE GRENADA / TRINIDAD AGRICULTURAL

TRADE PROTOCOL

The main elements of the Protocol are as follows:

•
Produce for export to either country MUST come from CERTIFIED FARMS and CERTIFIED PACKHOUSES;

•
The PLANT QUARANTINE OFFICER of the source country MUST stamp all packages with produce for export from either country. Unstamped packages will be refused entry;

•
CERTIFIED FARMS must be free of pest/diseases of concern, which will be specified, and/or must follow recommended practices that minimize specific pest infestation;

•
The Ministries of Agriculture, NAMDEVCO and the MNIB together with other specified regulatory authorities will be responsible for the certification of farms and packhouses, and MUST maintain records of those facilities;

•
The authorities in either countries will reserve the right to visit the exporting country, Certified Packhouses and Certified

Farms to verify that the terms and conditions of the Protocol are adhered to, at their own cost;

The following additional elements were agreed to for inclusion as appendices to facilitate the trading process:

•
Both countries will supply a list of pesticides that are banned for use in crops to be exported to be imported by either country;

•
The plant quarantine departments of both countries together with the MNIB and NAMDEVCO will agree on the list of fruits and vegetables that are (a) eligible for entry to either countries, (b) those that are eligible under special conditions, and the nature of the treatments to be applied in such cases, and (c) those that are banned and the reasons for the ban.

APPENDIX I  PESTICIDES THAT ARE NOT APPROVED FOR USE BY FARMERS TRADING WITH 

GRENADA & TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

 (Adapted from Supplement 2 of Quick Scan on environmental, social and health issues:  fresh fruits and vegetables; compiled for CBI by Consultancy and Research for Environmental Management; May 1999. ( Internet: www.cbi.nl)

	1. ACARICIDES

Dicofol

Formetanate

Acaricides & fungicides

Binapacryl

Acaricide and miticide

Cournaphos
	4. INSECTICIDES cont’d

Demephion-O and S

Demeton-O and S

Demeton-S-methylsulphon

Dichloorvos

Dicrotophos

Dieldrin

Dimethilan

Dioxathion

Disulfoton

Endrin

EPN

ESP

Ethylene dibromide (EDB)

Ethylene dichloride

Ethylthiometon

Famphur

Fensulfothion

Flucythrinate

Fonofos

Fosmethilan

Furathiocarb

Gamma-HCH

Heptachlor

Heptenophos

Isazofos

Isofenphos

Isothioate

Isoxathion

Leptophos

M74

MBCP

Mecarbam

Merkathophos

Mephosfolan

Methylmerkaptophosteolovy

Methylmerkaptophosoksid

Methomyl

Metriltriazotion

Mevinphos

Mirex

Monocrotophos

Omethoate

Oxamyl

Oxydemeton-methyl

Oxydeprofos

Phorate

Phosfolan

Phosphamidon

Schradan

Sulfotep

Telfluthrin
	4. INSECTICIDES cont’d

Terbufos

Thiofanox

Thioxamyl

Thiometon

Timet

Toxaphene

Triazophos

Vamidothion

Zeta-cypermethrin

Insecticides & acaricides

Azinphos-ethyl

Azinphos-methyl

Carbofuran

Carbophenothion

Dermeton-S-Methyl

Dimefox

Methamidophos

Primiphos-ethyl

Propaphos

Propetamphos

Protoate

Tetraethylpyrophosphate (TEPP)

Triazotion

Insecticides &fungicides

Cycloheximide

Hexachlorobenzene

Insecticides & nematicides

Aldoxycarb

Ethoprop(hos)

Cadusafos


	8.  RODENTICIDES 

Antu

Arseneous oxide

Brodifacoum

Bromadiolene

Bromethalin

Calcium cyanide

Chlorophacinone

3-chloro-1,2-propanediol

Coumachlor

Coumatetratyl

Difenacoum

Difethialone

Diphacinone

Flocoumafen

Fluoroacetamide

Red squill

Scilliroside

Sodium arsenate

Sodium cyanide

Sodium fluoroacetate

Strychnine

Thallium sulfate

Warfarin

Zinc phosphide 



	
	
	
	

	2. FUNGICIDES

Blasticidin-S

Captafol

Difolatan

Edifenphos

Mercuric chloride

Mercuric oxide

Mercurous chloride

Mercury & mercury compounds

Phenylmercury acetate

Phenylmercury nitrate

Triamiphos 

Fungicide & molluscicide 

Bis(tributyltinoxide)

TBTO
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3. HERBICIDES
Acrolein

Alachlor

Alkyl alcohol

Dinoseb

Dinoseb (amine)

Dinoseb acetate

Dinoterbx

Nitrofen

Dinoterbx

Nitrofen


	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	9. LARVICIDES

Lead arsenate

Paris green (copper arsenic complex)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 5. MULTIPLE-USE PESTICIDES

Aldicarb

DNOC

Methaphos

Parathion

Parathion methyl

Pentachlorophenol

Quintozene

Thiofos


	

	
	
	
	

	4. INSECTICIDES
	
	
	

	Aldrin

Aminocarb

Benfuracarb

Bromophosethyl

Butocarboxim

Calcium arsenate

Chlordane

Chlorfenvinphosn (CVP)

Chlormephos

Chlorthiophos

Crotoxyphos

DDVF

DDT

DDVP

Delnav
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	6. NEMATICIDES

Fenamiphos

Thionazin

1,2-dibromo-3-chloropropane(DBCP)
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	7. PLANT GROWTH REGULATORS

Maleic hydrazide 
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